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Picture in Your Mind Your Ideal Thanksgiving

Do you want to have a less stressful Thanksgiving?

Do you want to have time to visit with everyone instead of working non-stop?
Do you want everyone to play and have fun?

Do you want to make memories that will last forever?

Do you want pictures to remember it all and that will keep your facebook buzzing?

It is all closer than you think!
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Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday. And while | am a Southern woman, | also like to be sure we all
enjoy the day, even the leading lady! This plan has been 20 years in the making. It has evolved each
year as | perfected the menu, the charts, lists, and planning of the day. This is my way to be sure that |
can function as an “I” personality and visit and talk with everyone, too! When a holiday is this big, and
you are in charge, it takes planning to do that.

| plan all of my parties like that, too! This is a bit different because it is a holiday centered around a
particular menu that does require some planning. And honestly, | cannot do this much planning without
forgetting things or not being able to enjoy the holiday and talk with everyone. We have perfected this
over the years, and it makes the holiday seem so simple! It didn’t happen overnight and may take some
practice and trial and error for you, but it will make it a holiday to enjoy and remember for everyone!

It doesn’t matter how small or how big your family is! There is something in this guide for every
Thanksgiving gathering!

e Checklists

e Cooking Assignment Sheet

e Thanksgiving Timeline - when to do what
e Games

e Activities
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Lists & Charts Are Your Friends

Lists and charts are your friends when it comes to planning events. It's important to not overstress, and
lists keep us on target and remind us of what to do so that we do not have to stress about remembering
it each year. Thanksgiving dinner is something we only plan once a year, so | could never imagine trying
to remember all of the details on my own. Plus, | don’t want to be that stressed or have my mind so
preoccupied that | don’t even get to enjoy the day at all, plus | risk ruining it for others. The lists are also
great for adding to and changing the routine as you go as your needs and situation changes.

| am not naturally a structured person by any stretch of the imagination. | like to socialize, go slowly, and
enjoy. | like to visit with everyone, laugh and play games. | like to not feel rushed or hurried. In short, |
am an “I” personality and love to play and focus on people.

In the Bible there is a story of two women, sisters as a matter of fact. Martha was the cook, the
organizer, and the planner. Mary was content to sit at the feet of Jesus and worship and fellowship with
him. All the while Martha would be working.

| am a Mary, not a Martha. Lists help Marys to do a Martha event, but still have fun. We actually can
make it look so easy that it makes you wonder why the Marthas of the world make it so hard.

Thanksgiving is a little different than other events and parties. So much of it needs to be done on that

day instead of preparing it ahead. That made Thanksgiving more of a challenge for me since | like to
party with everyone.
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| have come to love that | do not have to rethink the holidays each year. | will add to the list, change
things, and take things off the list, but | have a good solid foundation each year that only involves a little
tweaking. I've spent twenty years perfecting a stress-free and fun Thanksgiving.

| think my favorite thing about the lists is that with a little help, the day runs itself. Everyone helps, but
instead of asking me when it’s time to do something or my needing to remind everyone when to do their
assigned tasks, everyone sees the schedule. This gives helps to give everyone a plan for the day, so
we all have fun and play!

I've included all my lists and organizational charts in the included accessory box that detail how we can
all help and contribute so that everyone has fun. We've included the following to help you plan your
next Thanksgiving dinner:

Timeline

Menu Planning Sheet

Quick & Easy Appetizers
Shopping Lists

Games & Activities

Photo Scavenger Game Sheet
Family Video Sheet
Thanksgiving Pictionary
Thanksgiving Charades
Summary of tips
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Make a Timeline (sample timeline included)

Time gets away from us all. The next thing we know the day we think is still a week or two away, is only
three days away. This is especially important with purchasing and thawing the turkey. A turkey that is
still partially frozen can easily add two more hours to your cooking time.

It's also important when purchasing fall decorations. If you wait until the middle of November, you will
find that most of the fall items have been replaced with Christmas decorations. It seems like each year
this happens earlier and earlier.

I've included a sample timeline in the resources. Write these dates on your calendar, your phone, or
any place that will be a reminder where you will see it.

There are so many little things that can make a big difference. When we plan, it keeps us from getting
overwhelmed. It's easy to lose track of time. Like how I'm writing this guide on the 13" of November like
| have nothing to do. And then as | finish the last few pages, our family is in the middle of making a big
move and doing away with the turkey for the first year ever. This throws a whole new element into our
schedule and planning, but | think we might be ready for the move. | am honestly not sure everyone got
over the 2009 turkey fiasco at our home. We might be ready to move on. | have a lot to do this week
and better get busy. Next year, | am breaking out my calendar timeline November 1!l
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Food — Plan Menu and Assign Food Jobs

Food is such a big part of any Thanksgiving celebration. One of my pet peeves is when Thanksgiving
dinner is served early at work or events. | wait all year long for this meal, so it's special, and | want it to
be special for my family, too. There are foods | love with this meal that | save just for this meal. | think
about this meal all year long because | do that. And | love it to be special for everyone. So let’s get
started planning our menu.

| like my guys to have a favorite dish served and some input. Our meal has stayed almost the same for
20 years. It may vary a little but not much. And everyone helps. Everyone. This way we enjoy working
together and everyone gets a chance to enjoy the day. Our children have been in the kitchen helping
us cook this meal for years. When you break it down into small steps, everyone gets to help and
everyone gets to play, plus the children get to appreciate the fun that goes into preparing the meal,
especially when no one is stressed with having to do it all.

Now this works great for a small family, but if your Thanksgiving celebration will be larger, it helps to
have others bring some things. A good way to do this is to make a list of what is needed and who’s
doing what. This list could start with what your specialty is and have everyone volunteer to bring their
special dish. You could also have a checklist and have others volunteer for certain dishes with a few
blank lines for specialties.

Also, it’s perfectly okay to order your turkey and let someone else cook it. It's one less thing you will

have to deal with that day, so that you have more time to enjoy the day! There are still plenty of dishes
that you can cook for that homemade touch.
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Do not underestimate the importance of appetizers.

| have also learned that planning is an important part to keeping everything running smoothly. | have
had my fair share of Thanksgivings with frozen turkeys from either not allowing enough time to thaw for
the size of turkey we purchased or waiting until the last minute to purchase one. That is probably the
worst and most difficult mistake to work around. Imagine everyone hungry and waiting, and you’re still
seeing red. The turkey is no where near close to being ready. This is manageable if it is just your small
family, but if you have company or you are the one taking the turkey, you do not want this to happen.
Having said that, it will probably happen at least once in your life. It's happened twice to us.

If you’re at home, be sure to plan some appetizers while you are cooking. And always have extras in
your freezer and cabinets just in case you need more. | like to have these out early on in the game. It
gives everyone something to snack on, a light lunch and keeps everyone from watching the clock too
much, and it’s great for when you are running late with the food.
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A typical Thanksgiving Day in our home goes something like this...

Thanksglvmg Day

Parade/Football in the background

Put away dishes out of the dishwasher

Wash and prepare your turkey and put it in the oven (We are not early risers, so this is important
for us to do first thing.)

Put neck in large pot of water for broth (This is used later for stuffing and gravy. | leave this on all
day and keep it covered and as water as needed.)

SCRUB sink

Start appetizers, cider, and set out snacks

Light candles

Set out fresh flowers

Others can begin cooking their dishes as it is listed on your chart for the day. It gives plenty of
time for everyone to play and enjoy in the festivities of the games and activities and enjoy the
day and they know exactly when they need to do their part to help.

Eat

Load dishwasher

Relax and enjoy good company
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Games & Activities

So what do we do with everyone? The possibilities are endless for the fun things that can be done with
a family on Thanksgiving Day. Whether it is a large gathering or a small, choose age appropriate/group
size appropriate activities and make memories!

When making your lists, it helps to assign someone to the games and activities. Oh, what a fun job that
would be! | want THAT job! You can also let people volunteer which games they would like to oversee. |

e QOutdoor Games
o Flag football
o Pumpkin ring toss — toss a hula hoop over a pumpkin
e Indoor Games
o Board games
e Guestures
e Pictionary
e Charades
Turkey Hunt — Instead of hiding Easter eggs, hide turkeys and let the kids find them
Thanksgiving Pictionary
Thanksgiving Charades
Taboo words — Everyone get’s five turkeys or tokens and whoever says a taboo word loses their
turkey/token to the person who caught it. Taboo word ideas: turkey, movie, football
e Build a turkey — Choose a winner, or better yet give them all titles: most lifelike, best use of
buttons, funniest, etc.
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o Supplies needed: construction paper, pipe cleaners, felt, markers, glue, paper clips,
drinking straws, sequins, buttons, clothes pins, feathers, etc.

Family Talent Show — Imagine the little ones singing, reading, dancing, hula hooping or whatever
their little heart desires! Be sure to have the video camera! You will not want to miss this!
Family Video

o tell a story (funny, special, favorite memory, childhood memory, tell a joke, etc.)

o read a book

o sing asong
Photo scavenger game — Give out a couple of digital cameras to the teenagers or kids and send
them on a photo scavenger hunt, and then after dinner hook up the cameras to the television
and have a show!
Family pictures/photobooth — What a great time for some family pictures! Everyone is all there
and dressed! Plus it gives us a chance to get creative for some fun family photobooth style
pictures that will leave them laughing and your facebooks buzzing!
Movies — If your family is small, check your local listings for a movie that everyone might enjoy at
the threater!
Decorate — T he evening can also be a time to kick off the Christmas season and share in the
festivities of Christmas as the clock ticks to midnight with activities like decorating, trimming the
tree, watching favorite Christmas movies like A Christmas Carol and It's a Wonderful Life.
Game basket — | also recommend making a game basket for younger children, especially if there
are not a lot of children. This helps them not to get bored if they have no one to play with their
age. Here are some fun items to include:

o Puzzles

o Handheld games
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Wooden puzzles
DVDs — see DVD list
Jacks

Yo-yos

Tops

O O O O O

Movies — DVDs

| Am - The Documentary
Planes, Tranes, & Automobiles
Funny People

Alice’s Restaurant

Pocahontas

Home for the Holidays

Blind Side

A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving
Winnie the Pooh — Seasons of Giving
Mouse on the Mayflower
Pieces of April

The New World

The Little Orphan — Tom & Jerry
An Old Fashioned Thanksgiving
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Desperate Crossing: The Untold Story of the Mayflower
e One Special Night
e A Family Thanksgiving

Resources
Lists and Charts

| have included the lists and resources here as pdfs for printing, and | have also included the
word document files for editing to suit your own individual needs.
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November 2011

Sample Timeline for Taking the Whole Month to Plan

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
31 1 2 3 4 5
Week 1 :
Menus Shlt:)p”for Plan Menu | Plan Menu Make Lists | Make Lists Clean
: a
& Lists Decorations
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Week 2 Plan games | Plan games | Plan games Plan games Shop for Shop for
Games & | &activities | & activities & activities & activities games & games &
Activities activities activities
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Week 3 Clean Clean Clean Clean Clean Buy
Cleanin & & & & Out
& 9 Decorate Decorate Decorate Decorate Refrigerator (-BI- urkey_ E
roceries
Shopping
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Week 4 Setup Clean & Cook Make | Thanksgiving
Setup & games & Tidy Up Ahead
Cook activities Dishes
27 28 29 30
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November 2011

Sample Timeline - Modified Version for Quick Planning

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19

Plan Menu & | Plan Games Shop for Buy Turkey
Make Lists & Activities Games & & Groceries

Activities
Clean out
Refrigerator
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Setup Clean & Cook Make | Thanksgiving
games & Tidy Up Ahead
activities Dishes
Pick up
Fresh
Flowers
27 28 29 30
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Thanksgiving Menu

Dish Name Cook or Bring

Meal:

Turkey

Gravy

Stuffing

Mashed Potatoes
Cranberry Sauce
Green Beans
Macaroni & Cheese

Dessert:
Cherry Surprise
Pecan Pie

Appetizer:
Meatballs & Smokies

Beverages:
Apple Cider
Tea

Soda

Juice

Additional Notes:
Turkey prep: lemon juice, seasoning, butter, wine?
Camera — take pictures

Can be prepared a day or two before:

Vegetable platter: grapes, tomatoes, beans, carrots, squash
Macaroni & Cheese

Cherry Surprise
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Sample Shopping Lists

Grocery Store:

Flowers

Stuffing: eggs, mushrooms, mix
Potatoes

Gravy

Cranberry sauce

Apple cider

Juice

Turkey (or chicken, ham, or beef)
Butter

Milk

Fresh green beans

Crescent rolls

Roasting pan

Sweet potatoes

Apple cider

Onions

Meatballs

Smokies

Ginger ale

Dvds

Games & Activities (Amazon, Target, Wal-mart, or any other department or specialty store)

Game basket items
e Handheld games
e Wooden puzzles

Game and activity items
e Prizes for games (party supply stores are a great source of fun ideas)
e Index cards
e Turkey making supplies: construction paper, pipe cleaners, felt, markers, glue, paper clips,
drinking straws, sequins, buttons, clothes pins, feathers, etc.
Extra cameras if needed.
Card reader for camera memory cards
Tri-pod for photo booth
Masking tape to mark spots to stand for the photo booth
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Thanksgiving Day Approx. Person Start clock and

countdown Assigned this add times once

***Clean as we go*** Job gggy goes in

Put away dishes

Thaw turkey more if needed

Preheat oven to 350/prepare
turkey

Put neck in pot of water &
simmer

Cook turkey (begins 4 12:00p
countdown)

Baste Turkey every 30 minutes

SCRUB sink ©

Meatballs & smokies in 3 2 12:30p
crockpot

Cider

Snacks

Wash, peel, & cut potatoes 3 1:00p

Cut onion

Cook potatoes 1 3:00p

Cook stuffing: 1 3:00p
- boil eggs
- mix dressing w/broth,
onions, eggs (raw &
boiled)

Cook beans with potatoes/m.o. 0 4:00p
- wash beans
- shap beans
- cook beans
- wash and cut 2-3 potatoes

Gravy 0 4:00p
- add drippings to Ig pan
- add seasoning & flour
- add broth

Crescent rolls 4:00p

o|Oo

Cranberry sauce

Broil stuffing 0 4:00p

Bring Cherry Surprise

Clean-up Duty

¥Be a Leading Lady | bealeadinglady.com



Quick & Easy Appetizers

Meatballs & Smokies
Ingredients:
e Bag of your favorite meatballs
e Cocktail smokies
e Couple of bottles of sweet and sour sauce

Directions:
e Bake meatballs until lightly browned.
e Drain grease.
e Put everything in the crockpot on low until heated through.

Cucumber Sandwiches
Ingredients:
e Cucumbers
e Favorite bread
e Cream cheese
e ltalian seasoning mix (on the salad aisle)

Directions:
e Slice cucmbers.
e Cream cheese can either be mixed with the seasoning mix or placed on the
bread with a few sprinkles of the seasoning mix..
e Cut sandwiches if needed.

Vegetable Platter

Ingredients:

e Cucumbers

Tomatoes
Grapes
Carrots
Beans
Squash
Favorite Dips (We use put out two dips: ranch and sun-dried tomatoes)

Directions:
e Wash.& cut

Miscellaneous (good for keeping on hand for extras)
Chips & Dip

Refried Beans, Salsa, Conqueso & Tostitoes
Meatballs & Cocktail Smokies
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Thanksgiving Words for Pictionary & Charades

Apple cider
Pumpkin pie
Stuffed
Mayflower
Football

Pilgrims

Indians

Black Friday
Corn

New World
November
Thursday
Cranberry Sauce
Fall/Autumn
Scarecrow
Basting a turkey
Squash

Carving a turkey
Give thanks/grace
Playing football
Wishbone
Drumstick
Turkey

Mashed potatoes
Christopher Columbus
Centerpiece
Sunflower
Cattails

Orange

Turkey shoot
Family

Dinner

Gravy

Camera

Games

Fun
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Thanksgiving Questions

A thoughtful and fun game of questions can lead to some great bonding moments. My favorite
way to do this is to make cards or cut the questions up and put them in box and pass it around. |
like this better than everyone answering the same question because people are more focused on
listening than trying to think of how they will answer when it is their turn. It's important to make
each person feel truly listened to and heard. If you have someone who is a real ball hog with
conversation, you might need to set a timer or have a rule that the only one who may talk is the
one answering the question. Those situations are rare, but | have met the occasional person who
doesn’t know how to share when conversing. The cards can easily be added back in with the
others. If a person gets the same question twice, they can draw again.

If you are playing with children, feel free to include a special set of questions and keep separate
just for them.

Here is a list of some sample questions to get you started. These questions are usually better off
to be more on a positive note. An old or painful memory can quickly spoil the event. Focus on
events and questions that are happy or thoughtful.

What is your favorite Thanksgiving tradition?

What is your favorite childhood memory?

Who was is your childhood best friend?

Describe your perfect evening.

What is your favorite thing about yourself?

If your life were a movie, who would play you?

What is your favorite Bible verse & why?

If you had a million dollars, what would you do?

Do you consider yourself a hoarder?

What’s the one movie you could watch over and over?

If you had to move to a state or country besides the one you currently live in, where would you
move and why?

Have you been the kind of friend you want as a friend?
What do you think makes you a good friend?
At what time in your recent past have you felt most passionate and alive?

Would you rather have less work to do, or more work you actually enjoy doing?
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What three adjectives might other people use to describe your personality? Are they right?
If you could live in any home on a television series, what would it be and why?

If you were only allowed to eat just one food for the rest of your life, what would it be?
What was your best year in school & why?

Did your parents ever give you the birds and the bees talk? And do you know why we call it the
birds and the bees?

What is your favorite book?

What’s the most frustrating thing a person can do when you are talking with them?
Is it harder for you to see good in others or good in yourself? Explain.

What’s something about you that you would like others to notice?

What accomplishments are you proudest of?

Will you raise your children more or less strictly than you were raised?

What one quality do you look for most in friends?

What makes a house a home?

At what time or period in your life were you most aware of the presence of God?
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Scavenger Hunt

Acorn

Leaf

Bark

Pine cone
Pine needle
Oak leaf
Green leaf
Orange leaf
Red leaf
Red berry
Feather
Rock
Maple leaf
Sweet Gum ball

For an extra fun twist, add items to the list that you hide. It could be a turkey or special token, or a

golden eqgg.

These items can be collected and counted or you can assign a point system to each item, giving

the harder to find items more points.

Be sure to set boundaries of where they can go and where they cannot go. You do not want little

ones wandering into a neighbor's yard or into the street.

And as with all games with children, please make sure there is adult supervision.
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Photography
Family Pictures | Photo Booth | Photo Scavenger Hunt

What a great time for some family pictures! Everyone is all there and dressed! Plus it gives us a
chance to get creative for some fun family photo booth style pictures that will leave them laughing
and your facebooks buzzing!

Pictures. This is what cements it all together. If you do not have pictures of all that you do on this

wonderful day, you will forget most of it. The pictures will keep your memories alive forever, even

long after everyone is gone. Aunt Bess and Grandma Annie may not even be here next year. You
can never take too many pictures.

It so rare to have the family together and this is one of the few holidays this happens, so it's a
great time to get those family snapshots and portraits. It can be difficult if the photographer in the
family is the main cook as it is with our family, but it still works with a little planning. Family is so
precious, and taking the time and effort to make sure this happens will family members a
photograph to treasure.

Then go crazy with the photo booth for some pictures that you will be laughing about for YEARS
to come!

| will include the basics and some ideas to get you started but will be working on a complete
guide to photo booth fun that will be out the first of the year! You will not want to miss that if you
are interested in setting up a family photo booth!

The games are a great way to get some fun pictures. They also might make everyone just a little
less self-conscious.

Family Pictures

Family Pictures Setup

Same as Photo Booth Setup below, but feel free to add a nice chair or sofa. Another option
would be to setup your light near a fire place or in s living room. It’s not very often that you get
your family dressed up and in the same place. It’s a great time to get shots with grandma and
grandpa and the cousins, brothers and sisters.

It can be manned if you have someone who enjoys this and wants to spend this time with
everyone taking the pictures, or you can put your camera on a tripod and set it to the timer, and
everyone can take their own. You will just need someone to help with the little ones and the older
ones.

If you really want some extra fancy pictures, ask everyone to wear black, dressy attire.

Photo Scavenger Game

Give out a couple of digital cameras to the teenagers or kids and send them on a photo
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scavenger hunt, and then after dinner hook up the cameras to the television and have a show!

This is a great way to get some great and fun shots of people who are generally very self-
conscious and reserved in front of the camera.

Assign points and additional points for extra hard elements

Photo Booth Fun!
Great for parties, special events, family reunions, holidays, birthdays, and more! These are a
classic favorite that will leave them talking about the event for months, plus everyone’s facebook
will be buzzing with everyone loving and laughing at the pictures from your party!

Use a combination of props and actions

Think of it like role playing, skits

If you have a hard time getting everyone going, draw names for participants and actions. It takes
the pressure off of everyone to think of something to do until everyone loosens up.

Photo Booth Setup
e Wall
e Light
e Digital camera
e Allow a little distance between the subject and the background to avoid shadows

Props

Hats (cowboy & dressy)

Tiara

Flowers

Evening gloves

Boas

Mardi Gra mask

Balloons

Magnifying glass

Wine glass

Sunglasses

Cell phones

Microphone

Bubbles

Hula hoop (can be used for action shots or just to frame faces)
Small colored balls (great for juggling)

Picture frame

Chalk board

Dry erase board

Santa hats — W hat fun Christmas pictures you could have in a photo booth!

Photo Ideas

Scavenger Hunt Ideas:
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Someone cooking your favorite Thanksgiving dish, extra points for letting you taste it
A table setting

Someone playing a game, extra points if you can get them to wink at you for the photo
Grandma’s specialty dish

Someone carving the turkey

Someone laughing

A moment — you’ll know it when you see it.

Someone looking at family pictures

Close-up of someone whose birthday is the same month as yours

Photo Booth or Scavenger Hunt Ideas:

Someone blowing you a kiss

Grandparents touching (could be a kiss, a hug, holding hands, etc.)
Someone pretending to eat fake fruit

A person impersonating a turkey

Cousins sharing a secret

Three people doing “see no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil”
Someone making a funny face

Action Ideas:

Blowing a kiss

Juggling

Talking/texting on cell phone
Making a funny face

Impersonating a turkey

Giving someone a kiss on the cheek
Telling someone a secret

Helpful Tips & Resources

A Note about Digital Cameras

Several of the games will need digital cameras. Most of us have several of these around the
house. If not, they can be borrowed or purchased for very little. The main two things that you
need to be sure of is that they have a cord for hooking up to the television and that they have a
flash. While | am not crazy about pictures with flash, the flash will come in handy so that you do
not get blurry pictures for some of the activities. Guests can bring their own cameras, just be sure
they meet those two requirements. Or if you prefer, instead of viewing on the television, you can
just download the images to your computer and make a simple slideshow with them and even
upload to youtube for everyone to enjoy. Either way, you want to download them to your
computer so you can make a copy for everyone.

While purchasing a couple of digital cameras might be a little bit of an investment, you will always
have them for other events and parties, too. It's the new disposable camera you give to guests,
only it’'s not disposable. You reuse it, but it's a great way to get some fun pictures and to have a
little control over the quality. Many people are using their cell phones for pictures, but a lot of
them do not have a flash. | see a lot of people using these in low light. In low light, everything will
be a blur. A decent digital camera does not have to be expensive. Again, this is optional. Most
people have these already.
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Slideshow

Creating a slideshow is something everyone will enjoy! Even Grandma Annie who doesn’t have a
computer can watch this on her dvd player.

There are free and inexpensive options for creating a slideshow. Just please read the fine print.
Be careful when using free online programs for creating a slideshow. | used one once, and when
| went to delete the program, | got a message saying that by deleting their software | was giving
them rights to my images. The one thing you do not want to do is give away rights to your
images. You could be on a billboard in another country.

Windows7 has a DVD maker included, and | think that Windows XP has a similar program.
Here are a couple of links that may be helpful in your search for a slideshow program.

http://www.nchsoftware.com/slideshow/index.html
http://download.cnet.com/DVD-Photo-Slideshow-Professional/3000-12511 4-10395102.html

Workflow

If you are not that experienced with computers, slideshows, cds, find your nearest teenager. They
can probably do just about anything.

e Make a folder called Thanksgiving.

e Make a folder for each camera and upload the pictures to that folder. If only one person
had that particular camera that day, title that folder with their name.

Make one CD with all the images.

Make another CD with the best images.

Make your slideshow from the best images.

Put slideshow on CD

Upload slideshow to youtube for family.

Make copies of the image CD and the slideshow CD for family members.

Photography Tips
Lighting

e If there is light outside, that is your best place to take pictures to be sure you get enough
light. Open shade is best (porch, garage, near a barn window or door, etc.).

e If you are indoors, it helps to have a subject near a window (if it’s light outside) or a lamp
or other light source.

e Most of the time while you are inside, you will need to be sure your flash is on. Just be
sure not to be too close to your subject. Also, see if you can reduce your flash output.
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e Turn on more lights if needed, especially if you are doing family pictures or photo booth
pictures.

e |f you want to go all out, there are relatively cheap light sets (between $85 and $150) that
are continuous/constant lights, which means you do not need to connect them to the
camera, so they are a relatively simple way to pump up your lighting, especially for some
family pictures and the photo booth pictures. These can even be found on Ebay. And while
they are not professional quality, they should work fine for this purpose. When looking for
lights on Ebay, look for the ones that use the new cool bulbs. Lighting can get very hot and
use a lot of electricity. The cool bulbs are great for keeping it cool and not being power
hogs. Another thing with setting up lights, weigh them down with workout type weights as
they can be light and tip very easy. Use extra caution with young children and always have
adult supervision.

e When looking for lights, be sure to find something with an umbrella or softbox included.

e Also, have extra bulbs on hand in case one of them blows.

Quick Portrait Tips for Family Pictures

e Keep everyone connected and touching. A shot where everyone leans in close or even
hugs is much better than a picture where everyone is standing with their arms by their
sides with no one touching. It makes all the difference.

e When taking pictures, don’t skimp. It’s digital. You can never take too many. It’s not always
easy to get the perfect shot where everyone is smiling and looking at the camera...at the
same time.

Family Video

We all love pictures, but it is also nice to be able to hear someone’s voice and see them with all
of their little nuances. You will always treasure hearing your grandparents read a story or sing a
song, or play an instrument.

Family Video Setup
See the photo booth and family picture setup instructions above.

e tell a story (funny, special, favorite memory, childhood memory, tell a joke, etc.)

e read a book
e sing a song
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Resources for Equipment

If you need any photography equipment or software, try the following places:
Ebay

Skaiser.com

Bhphotovideo.com

Amazon.com

Equipment and Software:
e Bulbs
e Lighting kits
e Backdrops
e Camera remote

Making photo booth strips: http://photoboother.com/

Windows7 has a DVD maker included, and | think that Windows XP has a similar program.
Here are a couple of links that may be helpful in your search for a slideshow program.

http://www.nchsoftware.com/slideshow/index.html
http://download.cnet.com/DVD-Photo-Slideshow-Professional/3000-12511 4-10395102.html

Stay tuned for our next guides:
Photography with Topaz

Photo Booths with Topaz
Holidays and Events with Topaz
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Happy
Thanksgiving!
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