Holidays and Entertaining

	November 2011

	Sample Timeline for Taking the Whole Month to Plan

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Week 1
Menus

& Lists
	31

Shop for Fall Decorations
	1

Plan Menu
	2

Plan Menu
	3

Make Lists
	4

Make Lists
	5

Clean

	6

Week 2

Games & Activities
	7

Plan games & activities
	8

Plan games & activities
	9

Plan games & activities
	10

Plan games & activities
	11

Shop for games & activities
	12

Shop for games & activities

	13

Week 3

Cleaning & Shopping
	14

Clean
&

Decorate
	15

Clean

&

Decorate
	16

Clean

&

Decorate
	17

Clean

&

Decorate
	18

Clean

Out Refrigerator
	19

Buy Turkey & Groceries

	20

Week 4

Setup & Cook
	21

Setup games &

activities 
	22

Clean &

Tidy Up
	23

Cook Make Ahead Dishes
	24

Thanksgiving
	25
	26

	27
	28
	29
	30
	
	
	


	November 2011

	Sample Timeline - Modified Version for Quick Planning

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	1


	2


	3


	4


	5



	6


	7


	8


	9


	10


	11


	12



	13


	14


	15


	16

Plan Menu & Make Lists

Clean out Refrigerator
	17

Plan Games & Activities
	18

Shop for Games & Activities


	19

Buy Turkey & Groceries

	20


	21

Setup games &

activities 
	22

Clean &

Tidy Up
Pick up Fresh Flowers
	23

Cook Make Ahead Dishes
	24

Thanksgiving
	25
	26

	27
	28
	29
	30
	
	
	


	Menu


	Dish
	Name
	Cooking or Bringing

	Meal:
	
	

	Turkey
	
	

	Gravy
	
	

	Stuffing
	
	

	Mashed Potatoes
	
	

	Cranberry Sauce
	
	

	Green Beans
	
	

	Macaroni & Cheese
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Dessert:
	
	

	Cherry Surprise
	
	

	Pecan Pie
	
	

	
	
	

	Appetizer:
	
	

	Meatballs & Smokies
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Beverages:
	
	

	Apple Cider
	
	

	Tea
	
	

	Soda
	
	

	Juice
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Additional Notes:

Turkey prep: lemon juice, seasoning, butter, wine?

Camera – take pictures

If I do a veggie plate, wash and prepare the day before:

Grapes

Tomatoes

Beans

Carrots

Squash

Sample Thanksgiving Shopping List

Flowers 

Stuffing: eggs, mushrooms, mix

Potatoes

Gravy

Cranberry sauce

Apple cider

Juice

Turkey

Butter

Milk

Fresh green beans

Crescent rolls

Roasting pan

Sweet potatoes

Apple cider

Onions

Meatballs

Smokies

Ginger ale

Dvds

Games & Activities Shopping List

Game basket items

· Handheld games

· Wooden puzzles

	***Clean as we go***
	Approx. countdown
	Person Assigned this Job
	Start clock and add times once turkey goes in oven

	Put away dishes
	
	
	

	Thaw turkey more if needed
	
	
	

	Preheat oven to 350/prepare turkey
	
	
	

	Put neck in pot of water & simmer
	
	
	

	Cook turkey (begins countdown)
	4
	
	12:00p

	Baste Turkey every 30 minutes
	
	
	

	SCRUB sink (
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Meatballs & smokies in crockpot
	3 ½
	
	12:30p

	Cider 
	
	
	

	Snacks 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Wash, peel, & cut potatoes
	3
	
	1:00p

	Cut onion 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Cook potatoes
	1
	
	3:00p

	Cook stuffing:
· boil eggs

· mix dressing w/broth, onions, eggs (raw & boiled)
	1
	
	3:00p

	
	
	
	

	Cook beans with potatoes/m.o.

· wash beans

· snap beans

· cook beans

· wash and cut 2-3 potatoes
	0
	
	4:00p

	Gravy

· add drippings to lg pan

· add seasoning & flour

· add broth
	0
	
	4:00p

	
	
	
	

	Crescent rolls
	0
	
	4:00p

	Cranberry sauce
	0
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Broil stuffing
	0
	
	4:00p

	
	
	
	

	Bring Cherry Surprise 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Clean-up Duty
	
	
	


